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Charitable Giving 

P 

revious newsletters contained summaries of two methods of 

giving real estate to the Canton Land Conservation Trust, Inc. 

- by conservation easement and by will. Donations by will 

usually include an outright transfer of title to real estate. Tax sav- 

ings usually accrue to the estate only and not to the donor during 

, .her or his lifetime. A grant of a conservation easement (see else- 

where in the newsletter reporting the grant of a conservation 

easement by Jean Anderson) usually is done during an individual’s 

lifetime and it usually produces immediate tax savings to the 

donor including reduced income and property taxes. There should 

also be estate tax savings to the donor’s estate. 

A third method of giving real estate is to make a gift of property 

to the Land Trust during the donor's lifetime but reserving to the 

donor a lifetime right to use the property. The donor’s interest in 

the property is called a reserved life estate and the Land Trust's 

interest is called a remainder. The difference in the legal impact of 

this method from the other two methods is that the gift is made 

during the donor’s lifetime (unlike the donation by will) and it is 

usually a gift of the full interest of the property (unlike the conser- 

vation easement in which the donor and her or his heirs retain 

legal title) although an interest is retained usually for the donor’s 

lifetime. 

The tax advantages should include savings on the donor's 

income taxes, property taxes, and, eventually, estate taxes. The 

income and property tax savings may be much greater than the 

savings from donation of a conservation easement. The donor’s 

age is an important factor for this type of gift because the amount 

of the deduction is the value of the property less the value of the 

life estate as determined by the IRS actuarial tables, and less 

RULES: No fires, camping or 
hunting. Hiking and cross-country 
walking are encouraged. No 
motorized/ non-motorized vehicles, 
including bicycles. Horseback riding 
is permitted in some locations, call 
Ray Smith at 693-6044 for details. 
Picnicking is permitted, but remem-
ber if you carry it in, you must cary it 
back out. 
SAFETY TIPS: Wear adequate 
footwear and dress in layers. 
Protect yourself against deer ticks 
by wearing long pants, socks and 
insect repellent in all seasons. 
Stay on marked trails and when 
hiking alone, make sure someone 
knows where you are. 
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A letter from the President. 

7 ’ his will be my last letter as President and I y 

would like to take the opportunity to mention two projects 

which I think have had particular significance in 1995. 

On a bright October Sunday afternoon, the Trust 

sponsored a performance by Ray Pena and his raptors at 

the Roaring Brook Nature Center. Mr. Pena is a nationally 

renowned expert on these birds and about 60 guests 

watched and listened as he described the birds' lives and 

habits in great detail using about a dozen of them as live 

models. Then we hiked up to the field behind the Nature 

Center to watch several of the birds in action . . . .  and 

could they perform! Their speed and dexterity, along with 

Ray's deft handling , were amazing. That afternoon, we all 

gained a great appreciation of these wonderful flyers and 

the fragility of the environment in which they must survive. 

This program was Betty Stanley's idea. She handled all 

the details from start to finish and the enthusiastic 

comments from those who were there strongly suggest a 

repeat performance next year. 

The Board has made a number of “false starts" over the 

past several years in an effort to publish a handbook 

describing the properties entrusted to our stewardship. This 

year, Jay Kaplan offered to single-handedly write and 

organize a new book. He has completed the first draft and if 

all goes well, the finished product should be printed and 

available to members by year-end. Anyone attempting a 

project of this sort knows how difficult and time-consuming 

it can be. We owe Jay a great debt of gratitude for his 

tireless, creative efforts. 

The handbook and the raptors demonstration both rep-

resent projects that are a little out of the ordinary activities 

of the Trust. I have the feeling that the mood of the Board 

will be to engage in more “special projects" in the future, to 

the benefit of all members. 

In closing, I would like to borrow a passage which Jay 

has written for inclusion in the new handbook. "The Trust 

has been fortunate that many Canton residents have been 

most generous in promoting and participating in Land Trust 

endeavors. Without the dedication of community 

volunteers, the Trust would be unable to continue many of 

its current activities. Many of the Trust's members derive 

satisfaction in knowing that their efforts play a significant 

role in protecting and presen/ing open space lands in 

Canton." For information on how you can become more 

involved with the Canton Land Conservation Trust, contact 

the Trust at P. O. Box 41, Canton Center, CT 06020. 

Ramon Smith 

Thank you 
to Baird 
Associates 

Ihe Canton Land Conseiva- 

tion Trust would like to 

extend its most sincere grati- 

tude to Ruth Ann Baird of Baird 

Associates, a real estate title search company in 

Burlington, Connecticut. Mrs. Baird has spent 

many hours, without charge, in the Canton Land 

Records examining the title to some of the Land 

Trust’s recent gifts of land including the Onion 

Mountain Preserve from The Nature Conservancy 

and the Sweetheart Mountain property from the 

Canton Ski Club. 

Charitable Giving 
continued from page 1 

depreciation, if any. The estate tax savings should 

always be greater than for the grant of a conservation 

easement but comparable to those savings from a 

straight forward gift by will (that is, there would be no 

estate tax on the subject property). 

To qualify for IRS deductions, the gift of land with 

the resevation of a life estate must be irrevocable and 

the property must be of a residence or operating farm 

or the transfer must be exclusively for conservation 

purposes. Most likely, any gift accepted by the Land 

Trust would comply with this last requirement of 

conservation. 

This is only the most general summary of real 

estate gifts with reservation of a life estate. Any 

potential donor should always consult his or her legal 

and tax advisor to learn how such a gift would affect 

his or her estate. Representatives of the Land Trust 

would be pleased to discuss the various options with 

any potential donor. Confidentiality will always be 

maintained. 
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Anderson 
Conservation 

Easement 

T 

he Land Trust is very pleased to announce 

the granting of a conservation easement by 

Jean Anderson and family. Their thoughtful- 

ness assures that 8.27 acres of lovely field and 

brookfront will be preserved in their natural state. 

Sincere thanks to Jean and family from the Board 

and Membership of CLCT. 

Land Trust 
Handbook 

Available in '96 
— he Canton Land Conservation Trust is 

now in 

the process of updating its handbook. The 

new edition of the handbook will provide a 

brief history of the Trust as well as information on 

current properties. The Trust also maintains sev- 

eral hiking trails through some of its larger proper- 

ties. Motorized vehicles and bicycles are not per- 

mitted on these trails. The study of wildlife is 

encouraged, as are outdoor pursuits such as pho- 

tography and birding. Please leave the trails so 

that they may be enjoyed by those who will follow 

you. 

Below is an excerpt on one of the newer trails 

from the forthcoming handbook, scheduled to be 

published soon: 

The Ted Wright Trail 

T 

his trail, approximately one and one-half miles 

in length, begins on Breezy Hill Road where 

the pavement ends near the Capen Cabin. 

The trail travels north through a deciduous forest 

with an incredible diversity of trees. Several 

species of oak and birch, as well as wild black 

cherry, gray beech, white pine and chestnut 

saplings are readily found. Among the several 

species of maple are striped maple, a resident of 

higher elevations, and the box elder, an unusual 

species with compound leaves. The understory is 

composed of such common shrubs as mountain 

laurel (our state flower) and witch hazel. Look for 

signs of wild turkey in this area and in summer lis- 

ten for the staccato-like drumming of the yellow- 

bellied sapsucker and for the songs of common 

woodland birds such as wood thrush, veery and 

red-eyed vireo. The sapsucker, a species of 

woodpecker, drills lines of holes in tree trunks. 

Insects are attracted to the sap that trickles forth 

providing a tasty meal for the sapsucker. The trail 

leaves the Capen property and enters private land 

over which the landowner has given permission to 

hike. This property was selectively logged in the 

not too distant past, leaving a variety of nut-bear- 

ing hickory trees for wildlife. Look for such 

species as white-tailed deer and ruffed grouse in 

this area, as well as song birds including rufous- 

sided towhee and cardinal. As you cross a log- 

ging road, note the proliferation of sweet fern, a 

plant that grows in poor soils and disturbed areas. 

In Revolutionary War times, the leaves of this 

plant were used to make an herbal tea. Although 

the leaves strongly resemble a fern frond, this is 

not a "true" fern. Can you guess why? Shortly 

after crossing the logging road, the trail 

enters a hemlock woods, becoming 

more winding as it ascends to higher 

elevations where one may catch 

glimpses of the surrounding north- 

west hills when the leaves fall 

from the trees. The trail begins to 

descend, first moderately, then 

steeply through the hemlocks, 

entering the Smith property at 

its southern border. Eventual- 

ly the trail reaches Mountain 

Brook. The trail follows the 

brook to Doyle Road 

where there is a small 

parking area (room for one 

car) on the south side of the 

road .2 miles west of the 

Smith Tree Farm. 
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A N N U A L  

Tee 
S A L E  

Saturday, December 9 

T 

he Annual Christmas Tree Sale will be held on December 9th beginning at 9 AM. 

Large trees can be topped by visitors, providing trees suitable for the home. 

Able-bodied help will be available to assist in this effort. Bundles of greens will be 

available free of charge. As usual, hot chocolate and cookies will be served in the 

farmhouse. 

Come and join us for a winter walk in the woods and some friendship by the fire. Please 

park on the paved section of Doyle Road and walk in to the farm. 
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Please renew your membership or join the Canton Land Conservation Trust. 
We are a public, town-wide organization and we need your help! 


